
Unit 9   The Diary of the Unknown Soldier
Vocabulary
1. ded‧i‧cate / ˈdedəkeɪt, ˈdedɪkeɪt / verb [ transitive ] 
1 to give all your attention and effort to one particular thing 

dedicate yourself/your life to something 
The actress now dedicates herself to children’s charity work. 

2 to say at the beginning of a book or film, or before a piece of music, that it has been written, made, or performed for someone that you love or respect 

dedicate something to somebody 
The book was dedicated to her husband. 

3 to state in an official ceremony that a building will be given someone’s name in order to show respect for them 

4 to use a place, time, money etc only for a particular purpose 

dedicate something to/for something 
The company dedicated $50,000 for the study. 

ded‧i‧cat‧ed / ˈdedəkeɪtəd, ˈdedɪkeɪtəd / adjective 
1 someone who is dedicated works very hard at what they do because they care a lot about it : 

a dedicated and thoughtful teacher 

She is a dedicated socialist. 

dedicated to 
The Woodland Trust is dedicated to preserving our native woodland. 

2 [ only before noun ] made for or used for only one particular purpose : 

a dedicated graphics processor 

ded‧i‧ca‧tion / ˌdedəˈkeɪʃ ə n, ˌdedɪˈkeɪʃ ə n / noun 
1 [ uncountable ] hard work or effort that someone puts into a particular activity because they care about it a lot : 

To reach a high level of skill requires talent, dedication, and a lot of hard work. 

dedication to 
I admire his dedication to the job. 

2 [ countable ] an act of dedicating something to someone, or a ceremony where this is done 

3 [ countable ] the words used at the beginning of a book, film, or piece of music, thanking someone or saying that book etc has been written to show respect for them 
sac‧ri‧fice 1 / ˈsækrəfaɪs, ˈsækrɪfaɪs / noun 
1 [ uncountable and countable ] when you decide not to have something valuable, in order to get something that is more important : 

The minister stressed the need for economic sacrifice. 

The workforce were willing to make sacrifices in order to preserve jobs. 

She brought three children up single-handedly, often at great personal sacrifice . 

2 
a) [ uncountable and countable ] the act of offering something to a god, especially in the past, by killing an animal or person in a religious ceremony : 

They made sacrifices to ensure a good harvest. 

b) [ countable ] an animal, person, or object offered to a god in sacrifice 

sacrifice to 
In those days, an animal was offered as a sacrifice to God. 

a human sacrifice (= a person killed as a sacrifice ) 
3 literary the final/supreme/ultimate sacrifice the act of dying while you are fighting for a principle or in order to help other people : 

Captain Oates made the ultimate sacrifice in a bid to save his colleagues. 

sac‧ri‧fi‧cial / ˌsækrəˈfɪʃ ə l◂, ˌsækrɪˈfɪʃ ə l◂ / adjective [ usually before noun ] 
relating to or offered as a sacrifice : 

a sacrificial ceremony 

a sacrificial lamb 

sacrifice 2 verb 
1 [ transitive ] to willingly stop having something you want or doing something you like in order to get something more important 

sacrifice something for something 
A Labour government chose to sacrifice defence for welfare. 

sacrifice something to do something 
He sacrificed a promising career to look after his kids. 

sacrifice yourself (for something) 
mothers who sacrifice themselves for their children 

Register 

In everyday English, people often say give up rather than sacrifice : 

He gave up a promising career to look after his kids. 

2 [ intransitive and transitive ] to kill an animal or person and offer them to a god in a religious ceremony 

2. Protect: Protective pro‧tec‧tive / prəˈtektɪv / adjective 
1 [ only before noun ] used or intended for protection : 

protective clothing 

Sunscreen provides a protective layer against the sun’s harmful rays. 

2 wanting to protect someone from harm or danger 

protective towards 
I can’t help feeling protective towards my kids. 

protective of 
He’s very protective of his younger brother. 

3 intended to give an advantage to your own country’s industry : 

protective tariffs 

— protectively adverb 
— protectiveness noun [ uncountable ] 
3. rub‧ble / ˈrʌb ə l / noun [ uncountable ] 
broken stones or bricks from a building or wall that has been destroyed 

4. ha‧tred / ˈheɪtrəd, ˈheɪtrɪd / noun [ uncountable and countable ] 
an angry feeling of extreme dislike for someone or something OPP love : 

A look of pure hatred flashed across her face. 

hatred of/for/towards 
his intense hatred of all foreigners 

Abby made no secret of her hatred for her father. 

passionate/intense/deep etc hatred 
Ellis was a sick young man with a deep hatred of women. 

the old hatreds and prejudices that simmered below the surface 

COLLOCATIONS 

verbs 

feel hatred It was terrifying to know that someone could feel such hatred towards me. 
have a hatred of somebody/something (= hate someone or something very much ) Gang members have a hatred of the police. 
stir up hatred (= deliberately try to cause arguments or bad feelings between people ) Right-wing parties tried to stir up hatred and exploit racial tension. 
incite hatred (= deliberately encourage people to hate each other ) He faces criminal charges for inciting racial hatred. 
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + hatred 

racial/race hatred Feelings of racial hatred were drummed into him as a child. 
ethnic hatred Churches and mosques were burnt as ethnic hatred turned into violence. 
religious/sectarian hatred (= hatred between people who belong to different religious groups ) The law makes it an offence to stir up religious hatred. 
pure hatred (= complete hatred ) The child opened her eyes and stared at Juliet with pure hatred. 
passionate/intense/deep/bitter hatred (= hatred that is felt very strongly ) What, I wondered, had I done to provoke such deep hatred? 
be full of/filled with hatred She told me, in a voice full of hatred and contempt, that I meant nothing to her. 
phrases 

feelings of hatred She talked about the feelings of hatred she has towards her son’s killer. 
THESAURUS 

hatred an angry feeling of deep dislike for someone or something : his hatred of violence | It is easy to understand their hatred for the invaders of their country. | racial hatred (= of people who belong to a different race ) 

hate the angry feeling that someone has when they hate someone and want to harm them : His mind was filled with hate and the desire for revenge. | Her love for him turned to hate , and she tore up all his old letters. | Thatcher became a hate figure for the left (= someone who many people hate ) . | His enemies started a hate campaign against him in the press. 
loathing a very strong feeling of hatred for someone or something that you think is extremely unpleasant : I felt nothing but loathing for him after the way he’d treated me. 
animosity a feeling of hatred and anger that often makes people behave unpleasantly to each other : The animosity between parents who are getting a divorce can often cause great suffering to their children. 
abhorrence formal a deep feeling of hatred towards something that you think is morally wrong or unpleasant : the abhorrence of terrorism by all decent people 
contempt a feeling of hate towards someone or something you think does not deserve any respect at all : She looked at him with contempt. | I have nothing but contempt for these people. 
5. corpse / kɔːps $ kɔːrps / noun [ countable ] 
Corpus: n. 尸体, 文集, (某项基金的)本金

corpse the dead body of a person SYN body : 

The corpse was found by children playing in the woods. 

THESAURUS 

a dead body 

body noun [ countable ] the dead body of a person : Her body was discovered at the bottom of a cliff. | Firefighters found the body of a woman in the house. 
corpse noun [ countable ] the dead body of a person. Corpse is is used when you are thinking about the body as an object rather than a person : Pathologists examined the corpse. 
carcass noun [ countable ] the dead body of an animal : a whale carcass | The carcasses of the infected animals were burned. 
remains noun [ plural ] parts of a dead person or animal, especially when they died a long time ago : Police found human remains under the floorboards of the house. 
hearse / hɜːs $ hɜːrs / noun [ countable ] 
a large car used to carry a dead body in a coffin at a funeral 

cor‧po‧re‧al / kɔːˈpɔːriəl $ kɔːr- / adjective formal 
1 relating to the body, rather than to the mind, feelings, or spirit SYN physical : 

corporeal desires 

2 existing in a physical form and able to be touched 

cor‧po‧ral / ˈkɔːp ə rəl $ ˈkɔːr- / noun [ countable ] 
a low rank in the army, air force etc 下士
ˌcorporal ˈpunishment noun [ uncountable ] 
punishment that involves hitting someone, especially in schools and prisons → capital punishment : 

Corporal punishment was abolished in Britain in 1986. 

6. re‧gi‧ment 1 / ˈredʒəmənt, ˈredʒɪmənt / noun [ countable ] 
1 a large group of soldiers, usually consisting of several battalion s 
2 a large number of people, animals, or things 

regiment of 
a regiment of ants 

— regimental / ˌredʒəˈmentl◂, ˌredʒɪˈmentl◂ / adjective : 

the regimental commander 

re‧gi‧ment 2 / ˈredʒəment, ˈredʒɪment / verb [ transitive usually passive ] 
to organize and control people firmly and usually too strictly : 

the regimented routine of boarding school 

— regimentation / ˌredʒəmenˈteɪʃ ə n, ˌredʒɪmenˈteɪʃ ə n / noun [ uncountable ]
re‧gime W2 AC / reɪˈʒiːm / noun [ countable ] 
1 a government, especially one that was not elected fairly or that you disapprove of for some other reason : 

The regime got rid of most of its opponents. 

military/totalitarian/fascist regime 
brutal/oppressive/corrupt regime 
2 a particular system – used especially when talking about a previous system, or one that has just been introduced 

under a regime 
Under the new regime, all sheep and cattle will be regularly tested for disease. 

3 a special plan of food, exercise etc that is intended to improve your health SYN regimen : 

a dietary regime ；养生法
COLLOCATIONS 

adjectives 

a political regime All political regimes attempt to manipulate the media. 
a military regime The military regime arrrested anyone who dared to speak against it. 
a totalitarian regime (= in which people are totally controlled by a government that is not elected ) Totalitarian regimes ban books they disapprove of. 
an authoritarian regime (= with very strong control ) The post-war authoritarian regimes of eastern Europe have been replaced by democratically elected governments. 
a communist regime the collapse of communist regimes in eastern Europe 
a fascist regime Mussolini 's fascist regime in Italy 
a democratic regime the establishment of a liberal democratic regime 
an oppressive/repressive regime (= powerful, cruel, and unfair ) That country was held fast in the grip of an oppressive regime. 
a brutal regime (= cruel and violent ) Many asylum seekers have fled from brutal regimes. 
a corrupt regime (= dishonest ) Much of the aid that the Americans sent lined the pockets of his corrupt regime. 
verbs 

overthrow/topple a regime (= remove it from power ) In 1979, Tanzanian forces overthrew the regime of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin. 
oppose a regime (= fight or compete against it ) People who opposed the regime were executed in a wave of political violence. 
a regime comes to power He criticised European leaders for supporting a regime that came to power through violence. 
a regime collapses/falls (= loses power ) Authoritarian regimes tend to collapse in times of economic hardship. 
7. Assign; consign; resign design 
  con‧sign / kənˈsaɪn / verb 
[ transitive ] formal to send something somewhere, especially in order to sell it 

consign somebody/something to something phrasal verb formal 
1 to make someone or something be in a particular situation, especially a bad one : 

It was a decision which consigned him to political obscurity. 

consign somebody/something to the dustbin/scrapheap/rubbish heap etc British English : 

Many older people feel they have been consigned to the medical scrapheap. 

2 to put something somewhere, especially in order to get rid of it : 

The shoes looked so tatty that I consigned them to the back of the cupboard. 

          Consignation; designation, resignation 
des‧ig‧na‧tion / ˌdezɪɡˈneɪʃ ə n / noun formal 
1 [ uncountable ] the act of choosing someone or something for a particular purpose, or of giving them a particular description 

designation as 
the designation of Stansted as the third London airport 

2 [ countable ] a name or title : 

Her official designation is Systems Manager. 

res‧ig‧na‧tion W3 / ˌrezɪɡˈneɪʃ ə n / noun 
1 [ uncountable and countable ] an occasion when you officially announce that you have decided to leave your job or an organization, or a written statement that says you will be leaving → notice : 

Illness forced his resignation. 

Further resignations are expected later this week. 

2 [ uncountable ] when someone calmly accepts a situation that cannot be changed, even though it is bad : 

She gave a sigh of resignation. 

with resignation 
He accepted her decision with resignation. 

8. bom‧bard / bɒmˈbɑːd $ bɑːmˈbɑːrd / verb [ transitive ] 
1 to attack a place for a long time using large weapons, bombs etc : 

I had been in action, bombarding the Normandy coast. 

2 to do something too often or too much, for example criticizing or questioning someone, or giving too much information : 

The office was bombarded by telephone calls. 

bombard somebody with something 
They bombarded him with questions. 

Today we are bombarded with advice on what to eat and what to avoid. 

THESAURUS 

shoot verb [ intransitive and transitive ] to use a gun to fire bullets, or to kill or injure someone using a gun : He ordered his men to stop shooting. | The guards shot the man as he was trying to escape. | President Kennedy was shot by a lone gunman. 
fire verb [ intransitive and transitive ] to shoot bullets from a gun, or send an explosive object towards someone or something : Soldiers fired into the crowd. | Helicopters fired rockets at several buildings. | He regained his balance, took aim, and fired. | The police fired into the air to make the crowd break up. | As soon as we crossed the border, enemy troops started firing at us. | Kendrick fired three shots at the President’s car. | Suddenly the car stopped, and the passenger got out and fired a Kalashnikov rifle at the police car. 
launch verb [ transitive ] to send a large rocket or missile into the air : American warships launched cruise missiles. | The guerrillas launched their rockets from densely populated towns. 
open fire to start shooting : Nineteen students were injured after a gunman opened fire. | Troops opened fire on a group of unarmed demonstrators. | The colonel gave the order for the soldiers to open fire. 
shell verb [ transitive ] to fire shells (= metal containers filled with an explosive substance ) at enemy soldiers, cities etc in a war, using large guns : Border towns have been shelled by enemy aircraft for the past two months. | British warships began shelling German positions along the coast. 
bombard verb [ transitive ] to attack a place for a long time with shells or bombs : Allied forces bombarded the coast prior to the invasion. | Troops bombarded the area with shells. | The allied forces bombarded the enemy trenches for weeks. | Cromwell’s men had been bombarding the fort with their artillery for several days. 
take a potshot at somebody/something to shoot at someone or something without aiming very carefully : Someone tried to take a potshot at him, but hit the man behind instead. 
bom‧bar‧dier / ˌbɒmbəˈdɪə◂ $ ˌbɑːmbərˈdɪr / noun [ countable ] 
1 the person on a military aircraft who is responsible for dropping bombs 

2 a low rank in the British army 

bom‧bard‧ment / bɒmˈbɑːdmənt $ bɑːmˈbɑːrd- / noun [ uncountable and countable ] 
a continuous attack on a place by big guns and bombs : 

The bombardment continued for a terrible nine hours. 

aerial/artillery/naval bombardment (= attack from the air, land, or sea ) 

bom‧bas‧tic / bɒmˈbæstɪk $ bɑːm- / adjective 
bombastic language contains long words that sound important but have no real meaning : 

He is best known for three rather bombastic poems. 

· bombast / ˈbɒmbæst $ ˈbɑːm- / noun [ uncountable ] 夸大的言辞
9. make‧shift / ˈmeɪkʃɪft / adjective 
made to be used for a short time only when nothing better is available : 

The refugees slept in makeshift tents at the side of the road. 

10. trench / trentʃ / noun [ countable ] 
1 a long narrow hole dug into the surface of the ground : 

Workers dug a trench for gas lines. 

2 technical a long narrow valley in the ground beneath the sea 

3 [ usually plural ] a deep trench dug in the ground as a protection for soldiers : 

the trenches of World War I 

4 the trenches the place or situation where most of the work or action in an activity takes place : 

Lane left teaching after 30 years in the trenches. 

tren‧chant / ˈtrentʃ ə nt / adjective written 
expressed very strongly, effectively, and directly without worrying about offending people : 

Stockman became one of the President’s most trenchant critics. 

— trenchantly adverb 
11. ax‧is / ˈæksəs, ˈæksɪs / noun ( plural axes / -siːz / ) [ countable ] 
1 the imaginary line around which a large round object, such as the Earth, turns : 

The Earth rotates on an axis between the north and south poles. 

2 a line drawn across the middle of a regular shape that divides it into two equal parts 

3 either of the two lines of a graph , by which the positions of points are measured 

the vertical/horizontal axis 
Axis, the ( also ˈAxis ˌpowers, the ) , ˈAxis ˌcountries noun 
the countries, including Germany, Italy, and Japan, who fought together during World War II against the allies . 

ˌAxis of ˈEvil, the 
a phrase used by US President George W. Bush in a speech in April 2002 to describe countries that he claimed supported terrorism (= use of violence to obtain political demands ) and wanted to obtain chemical, biological , or nuclear weapons 
ax‧le / ˈæks ə l / noun [ countable ] 
the bar connecting two wheels on a car or other vehicle 

axial adj. 轴的, 轴向的
12. scoop 1 / skuːp / noun [ countable ] 
1 an important or exciting news story that is printed in one newspaper or shown on one television station before any of the others know about it : 

a journalist looking for a scoop 

2 
a round deep spoon for serving food, for example ice cream or mash ed potato 

3 ( also scoopful ) an amount of food served with a scoop 

scoop of 
two scoops of ice cream 

4 American English informal information about something : 

the inside scoop (= special information that other people do not have ) on the markets 

what’s the scoop? (= used to ask for information or news ) 

scoop 2 verb [ transitive ] 
1 [ always + adverb/preposition ] to pick something up or remove it using a scoop or a spoon, or your curved hand : 

She bent down and scooped up the little dog. 

Cut the tomato in half and scoop out the seeds with a teaspoon. 

2 to be the first newspaper to print an important news report : 
抢先获得：抢在（对手）之前获得和发布重要新闻消息
Time and again, we have scooped our rivals. 

3 British English to win a prize or award : 

Britain scooped the top prize in the over-50s category. 

scoop something ↔ up phrasal verb 
if a lot of people scoop something up, they buy it quickly so that soon there is none left : 

Fans scooped up the trading cards in the first few hours of the sale. 

13. pla‧toon / pləˈtuːn / noun [ countable ] 排
a small group of soldiers which is part of a company and is led by a lieutenant [陆军中尉, 海军上尉, 副职官员]
14. night‧mare / ˈnaɪtmeə $ -mer / noun [ countable ] 
1 a very frightening dream 

nightmare about 
Years after the accident I still have nightmares about it. 

a recurring nightmare (= one which you have again and again ) 
2 [ usually singular ] a very difficult, unpleasant, or frightening experience or situation : 

Traffic was a nightmare. 

nightmare for 
This has been an absolute nightmare for me and my family. 

nightmare of (doing) something 
the nightmare of going through divorce 

It was every teacher’s worst nightmare (= the worst thing which could have happened ) . 

a nightmare journey 

3 something terrible that you fear may happen in the future 

nightmare of 
the nightmare of a nuclear war 

nightmare scenario (= the worst or most frightening situation that you can imagine ) 

— nightmarish adjective 
THESAURUS 

when you are sleeping 

dream the thoughts, images, and feelings that go through your mind while you are asleep : I had a strange dream last night -- you and I were in some sort of forest. 
nightmare a very unpleasant and frightening dream : She still has terrible nightmares about the accident. 
daydream a series of pleasant thoughts that go through your mind when you are awake, so that you do not notice what is happening around you : Neil was in a daydream, and didn’t hear the teacher call his name. 
reverie formal a state of imagining or thinking about pleasant things, that is like dreaming : The doorbell rang, shaking her from her reverie. 
15. af‧ter‧math / ˈɑːftəmæθ $ ˈæftər- / noun [ singular ] 
the period of time after something such as a war, storm, or accident when people are still dealing with the results 

aftermath of 
the danger of disease in the aftermath of the earthquake 

16. drift 1 / drɪft / verb [ intransitive ] 
1 move slowly to move slowly on water or in the air 

drift out/towards etc 
The rubber raft drifted out to sea. 

Smoke drifted up from the jungle ahead of us. 

2 without plan to move, change, or do something without any plan or purpose 

drift around/along etc 
Jenni spent the year drifting around Europe. 

drift into 
I just drifted into teaching, really. 

drift away 
The others drifted away. Melanie stayed. 

drift from something to something 
The conversation drifted from one topic to another. 

let your gaze/eyes/thoughts/mind etc drift 
Idly she let her eyes drift over his desk. 

3 change to gradually change from being in one condition, situation etc into another without realizing it 

drift into 
She was just drifting into sleep when the alarm went off. 

He drifted in and out of consciousness . 

4 money/prices if values, prices, share s etc drift, they gradually change : 

The dollar drifted lower against the yen today. 

5 snow/sand if snow, sand etc drifts, the wind blows it into large piles 

6 let something drift to allow something, especially something bad, to continue in the same way : 

He couldn’t let the matter drift for much longer. 

drift apart phrasal verb 
if people drift apart, their relationship gradually ends : 

Over the years my college friends and I have drifted apart. 

drift off phrasal verb 
to gradually fall asleep : 

I was just drifting off when the phone rang. 

He felt himself drifting off to sleep . 

drift‧er / ˈdrɪftə $ -ər / noun [ countable ] 
1 someone who is always moving from one job or place to another with no real purpose 

2 a fishing boat that uses a floating net 

17. spot‧ting / ˈspɒtɪŋ $ ˈspɑː- / noun 
bird-spotting/train-spotting etc British English the activity of watching birds, trains etc for pleasure 

spot 2 S3 verb ( past tense and past participle spotted , present participle spotting ) [ transitive ] 
1 to notice someone or something, especially when they are difficult to see or recognize : 

I spotted a police car behind us. 

It can be hard for even a trained doctor to spot the symptoms of lung cancer. 

spot somebody doing something 
Meg spotted someone coming out of the building. 

difficult/easy to spot 
Drug addicts are fairly easy to spot. 

spot that 
One of the station staff spotted that I was in difficulty, and came to help. 

2 be spotted with something to have small round marks or small pieces of something on the surface : 

The windscreen was spotted with rain. 

3 American English to give the other player in a game an advantage 

spot somebody something 
He spotted me six points and he still won. 

18. ci‧vil‧ian / səˈvɪljən, sɪˈvɪljən / noun [ countable ] 
anyone who is not a member of the military forces or the police : 

Many innocent civilians were killed during the war. 

— civilian adjective [ only before noun ] : 

It was difficult to return to civilian life after ten years in the military. 

ci‧vil‧i‧ty / səˈvɪləti, sɪˈvɪləti / noun formal 
1 [ uncountable ] polite behaviour which most people consider normal → civil : 

Please have the civility to knock before you enter next time. 

2 civilities [ plural ] something that you say or do in order to be polite : 

We exchanged civilities when we were neighbours, but nothing more. 

civ‧il S3 W2 AC / ˈsɪv ə l / adjective 
1 [ only before noun ] relating to the people who live in a country 

civil war/disturbance/unrest etc (= fighting etc between different groups of people living in the same country ) 

→ civil liberty , civil rights 
2 [ only before noun ] relating to the ordinary people or things in a country that are not part of military, government, or religious organizations : 

They were married in a civil ceremony in May. 

3 [ only before noun ] relating to the laws about the private affairs of citizens, such as laws about business or property, rather than laws about crime → civil law , criminal : 

Many civil cases can be settled out of court. 

4 polite in a formal but not very friendly way → civility : 

Try at least to be civil. 
19. ra‧tion 1 / ˈræʃ ə n $ ˈræ-, ˈreɪ- / noun 
1 [ uncountable and countable ] a fixed amount of something that people are allowed to have when there is not enough, for example during a war 

food/clothes/meat etc ration 
the weekly meat ration 

a coal ration of 4 kg a month 

on ration 
Even wool was on ration in the war. 

2 rations [ plural ] a fixed amount of food given to a soldier or member of a group : 

emergency food rations 

The prisoners were queuing for their meagre rations (= small rations ) . 

We were on short rations (= given a smaller amount than usual ) . 

3 [ singular ] an amount of something that you think is reasonable or normal 

ration of 
holidaymakers who like a generous ration of open-air activity 

ration 2 verb [ transitive ] 
1 [ usually passive ] to control the supply of something because there is not enough : 

Fuel was rationed during the war. 

2 to allow someone only a small amount of something : 

the need to ration health care resources 

diets which ration fat 

ration somebody/something to something 
He rationed himself to 4 cigarettes a day. 

I try to ration the children’s television viewing to an hour a day. 

20. stiff 1 S3 / stɪf / adjective ( comparative stiffer , superlative stiffest ) 

1 body if someone or a part of their body is stiff, their muscles hurt and it is difficult for them to move 

stiff from doing something 
Her legs were stiff from kneeling. 

stiff with 
Her fingers were stiff with cold. 

stiff neck/back/joint etc 
Alastair woke with a stiff neck. 

I never felt stiff after training until I was in my thirties. 

The next morning I was as stiff as a board (= very stiff ) . 

2 e firm, hard, or difficult to bend : 

a shirt with a stiff collar 

3 ma stiff mixture is thick and almost solid, so that it is not easy to mix : 

Beat the egg whites until stiff. 

a stiff dough 

4  difficult to do or deal with : 

a stiff test 
stiff competition/opposition 
Graduates face stiff competition in getting jobs. 

5 a stiff punishment is great or severe 

stiff sentence/penalty/fine 
calls for stiffer penalties for rapists 

6 dc British English difficult to move, turn, or open : 

Pull hard – that drawer’s very stiff. 

7 u if someone’s behaviour is stiff, they behave in a very formal or unfriendly way : 

Their goodbyes were stiff and formal . 

Parsons gave a stiff performance in the main role. 

8 price a stiff price etc is high, especially higher than the price etc of similar things : 

a stiff tax on cigarettes 

9 stiff wind/breeze a fairly strong wind etc 

10 stiff drink/whisky etc a very strong alcoholic drink 

11 stiff upper lip the ability to stay calm and not show your feelings in a difficult or upsetting situation : 

Men were taught to keep a stiff upper lip . 

— stiffly adverb 
— stiffness noun [ uncountable ] 
stiff 2 adverb 
1 bored/scared/worried stiff informal extremely bored, frightened, or worried : 

As a child, I was scared stiff of going down to the cellar. 

2 frozen stiff 
a) extremely cold : 

Goodness, your hands are frozen stiff! 

b) cloth that is frozen stiff is hard because the water in it has frozen 

stiff 4 verb informal 
1 [ transitive ] American English to cheat someone by not paying them, especially by not leaving a tip in a restaurant : 

I can’t believe that couple stiffed me! 

2 [ intransitive ] if a new product, film, show etc stiffs, it does not sell well or fails completely SYN bomb : 

They had a hit in the 1990s, but their subsequent releases stiffed. 

stiff‧en / ˈstɪf ə n / verb 
1 [ intransitive ] if you stiffen, your body suddenly becomes firm, straight, or still because you feel angry or anxious OPP relax : 

He touched her, and she stiffened. 

2 [ intransitive and transitive ] to become stronger, more severe, or more determined, or to make something do this : 

a campaign to stiffen rules against drink-driving 

Their opposition only stiffened my resolve . 

3 [ intransitive ] ( also stiffen up ) to become painful and difficult to move : 

His joints had stiffened . 

My back had stiffened up. 

4 [ transitive ] to make material stiff so that it will not bend easily 
21. am‧mu‧ni‧tion / ˌæmjəˈnɪʃ ə n, ˌæmjʊˈnɪʃ ə n / noun [ uncountable ] 
1 bullets, shells ( shell ) etc that are fired from guns 

2 information that you can use to criticize someone or win an argument against them 

give somebody ammunition/provide somebody with ammunition 
His mistakes provided political opponents with even more ammunition. 

22. grim / ɡrɪm / adjective 
1 making you feel worried or unhappy SYN harsh : 

the grim reality of rebuilding the shattered town 

When he lost his job, his future looked grim. 

Millions of Britons face the grim prospect (= something bad that will probably happen ) of dearer home loans. 

We received the grim news in silence. 

2 looking or sounding very serious : 

‘I’ll survive,’ he said with a grim smile. 

The child hung on to her arm with grim determination . 

The police officers were silent and grim-faced. 

3 British English informal very bad, ugly, or unpleasant : 

The weather forecast is pretty grim. 

They painted a grim picture of what life used to be like there. 

a grim industrial town 

4 [ not before noun ] informal ill : 

Juliet felt grim through the early months of her pregnancy. 

5 hold/hang on for/like grim death British English informal to hold something very tightly because you are afraid 

— grimly adverb : 

Arnold smiled grimly. 

— grimness noun [ uncountable ] 
23. odds S3 AC / ɒdz $ ɑːdz / noun [ plural ] 
1 probability the odds how likely it is that something will or will not happen : 

The odds are (= it is likely ) that he will commit the same crime again. 

the odds of 
You can narrow the odds of a nasty accident happening in your home by being more safety-conscious. 

the odds against 
The odds against a plane crash are around a million to one. 

I’m afraid that the odds are heavily against her winning (= it is not likely ) . 

What are the odds (= how likely is it ) that they will mess up? 

a new company that has beaten the odds and succeeded (= it was not likely to succeed, but it did ) 
2 difs difficulties which make a good result seem very unlikely : 

The hospital’s director has been battling against the odds to improve patient care. 

The soldiers’ job was to hold on despite impossible odds. 

3 be at odds 
a) to disagree 

be at odds with 
Briggs found himself at odds with his colleagues. 

be at odds over/on 
The two politicians were at odds over what was the truth. 
b) if two statements, descriptions, actions etc are at odds with each other, they are different although they should be the same 

be at odds with 
Mark’s account of what happened is at odds with Dan’s. 

She gave him a sweet smile, totally at odds with the look of dislike in her eyes. 

4 horse racing etc the numbers that show how much money you will win if you bet on the winner of a horse race or other competition : 

The odds are 6–1. 

odds of 
At odds of 10–1 he bet a hundred pounds. 

(at) long/short odds (= high or low numbers, that show a high or low risk of losing ) 

Everyone was surprised when Desert Zone won the race, at very long odds. 

lay/offer (somebody) odds British English : 

They are laying odds of 8–1 that the Conservatives will win the next election. 

5 it makes no odds British English spoken used to say that what someone does or what happens is not important : 

Pay me now or later – it makes no odds. 

6 pay over the odds British English informal to pay a higher price than is usual or reasonable : 

Most residents live in tiny apartments and pay over the odds for them too. 
ˌodds and ˈends ( also ˌodds and ˈsods British English informal ) noun [ plural ] 
small things of various kinds without much value : 

He didn’t keep much in his desk – just a few odds and ends. 

24. shed 2 verb ( past tense and past participle shed , present participle shedding ) [ transitive ] 
1 get rid of to get rid of something that you no longer need or want : 

The company is planning to shed about a quarter of its workforce. 

The magazine is desperately trying to shed its old-fashioned image. 

a diet to help you shed pounds 

Register 

Shed is used especially in journalism. In everyday English, people usually say that someone or something gets rid of something. 

2 shed light 
a) to make something easier to understand, by providing new or better information 

shed light on 
Recent research has shed light on the causes of the disease. 

Investigators hope to shed light on what started the fire. 

b) if something sheds light, it lights the area around it : 

The lamp shed a harsh yellow light. 

3 plants/animals if a plant sheds its leaves or if an animal sheds skin or hair, they fall off as part of a natural process : 

The trees were starting to shed their leaves . 

As it grows, a snake will regularly shed its skin . 

4 drop/fall to drop something or allow it to fall : 

He strode across the bathroom, shedding wet clothes as he went. 

shed a load British English : 

A lorry shed its load of steel bars on the M25. 

5 shed blood to kill or injure people, especially during a war or a fight : 

Too much blood has already been shed in this conflict. 

→ bloodshed 
6 shed tears especially literary to cry : 

She had not shed a single tear during the funeral. 

7 water if something sheds water, the water flows off its surface, instead of sinking into it 

COLLOCATIONS 

nouns 

shed jobs/workers/staff etc The bank continued to shed workers. 
shed weight (= lose weight from your body ) Doing exercise is the best way to shed surplus weight. 
shed pounds/kilos (= to lose this amount of weight ) I needed to shed a few pounds. 
shed an image (= change people's opinion about someone or something ) Has the industry finally shed its negative image? 
shed your inhibitions (= stop worrying about what other people will think of your behaviour ) As the party went on, people began to shed their inhibitions. 
shed 1 S3 / ʃed / noun [ countable ] 
1 a small building, often made of wood, used especially for storing things : 

a tool shed 

a cattle shed 

2 a large industrial building where work is done, large vehicles are kept, machinery is stored etc 

25. rag‧tag / ˈræɡtæɡ / adjective [ only before noun ] 
informal a ragtag group is not tidy or properly organized : 

a ragtag fighting force 

26. pre‧cau‧tion / prɪˈkɔːʃ ə n $ -ˈkɒː- / noun [ countable usually plural ] 
something you do in order to prevent something dangerous or unpleasant from happening : 

Fire precautions were neglected. 

as a precaution 
The traffic barriers were put there as a safety precaution . 

precaution against 
Save your work often as a precaution against computer failure. 

wise/sensible precaution 
The trails are well marked, but carrying a map is a wise precaution. 

Vets took precautions to prevent the spread of the disease. 

take the precaution of doing something 
I took the precaution of insuring my camera. 

Register 

In everyday English, people usually say just in case rather than as a precaution : 

I'm going to take my umbrella just in case . 

COLLOCATIONS 

verbs 

take a precaution We had taken the precaution of turning the water off. 
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + precaution 

a sensible/wise precaution Fitting window locks is a sensible precaution. 
a simple precaution You can easily reduce the risk of theft by taking a few simple precautions. 
a necessary precaution He justified his secrecy as a necessary precaution. 
a reasonable precaution You must take all reasonable precautions to safeguard official property. 
adequate/proper precautions Companies have a legal responsibility to take adequate precautions against fire. 
basic/elementary precautions Your home could be at risk if you don't take some basic precautions. 
elaborate precautions (= a lot of detailed precautions ) Elaborate precautions were taken to avoid disputes between the representatives. 
a safety precaution Both areas were cordoned off as a safety precaution. 
a security precaution The threat of terrorist attacks has prompted some elaborate security precautions. 
pre‧cau‧tion‧a‧ry / prɪˈkɔːʃ ə n ə ri $ -ˈkɒːʃ ə neri / adjective 
done in order to prevent something dangerous or unpleasant from happening : 

More troops were sent to the area as a precautionary measure . 

27. err / ɜː $ ɜːr / verb [ intransitive ] 
1 err on the side of something to be more careful or safe than is necessary, in order to make sure that nothing bad happens : 

It’s always best to err on the side of caution . 

2 old use to make a mistake 
比较：fault; mistake; error; blunder, gaffe; 

er‧ro‧ne‧ous AC / ɪˈrəʊniəs $ ɪˈroʊ- / adjective formal 
erroneous ideas or information are wrong and based on facts that are not correct SYN incorrect : 

His economic predictions are based on some erroneous assumptions. 

— erroneously adverb 
28. ig‧no‧rant AC / ˈɪɡnərənt / adjective 
1 not knowing facts or information that you ought to know : 

an ignorant and uneducated man 

ignorant of 
Political historians are often rather ignorant of economics. 

ignorant about 
Many people remain blissfully ignorant about the dangers of too much sun (= happy because they do not know about the dangers ) . 

2 caused by a lack of knowledge and understanding : 

an ignorant remark 

ignorant opinions 

3 British English spoken rude or impolite : 

ignorant behaviour 

— ignorantly adverb 
29. strew / struː / verb ( past tense strewed , past participle strewn / struːn / or strewed ) [ transitive usually passive ] 
1 to scatter things around a large area 

be strewn with something 
The street was strewn with broken glass. 

strew something around/about/over etc something 
clothes strewn across the floor 

2 strewn with something written containing a lot of something : 

conversation liberally strewn with swear words 

3 literary to lie scattered over something : 

Flowers strewed the path. 

30. fi‧er‧y / ˈfaɪəri $ ˈfaɪri / adjective 
1 very red or orange, and looking like fire : 

a fiery sunset 

leaves that turn fiery red in autumn 

2 becoming angry or excited very quickly : 

He has a fiery temper . 

3 showing or encouraging anger or excitement : 

a fiery speech 

4 fiery food or drink tastes very strong, making part of your body feel hot 

31. en‧gulf / ɪnˈɡʌlf / verb [ transitive ] 
1 if an unpleasant feeling engulfs you, you feel it very strongly : 

despair so great it threatened to engulf him 

2 to completely surround or cover something : 

The building was engulfed in flames . 
32. panic 2 verb ( past tense and past participle panicked , present participle panicking ) [ intransitive and transitive ] 
to suddenly feel so frightened that you cannot think clearly or behave sensibly, or to make someone do this : 

He started to panic when he saw the gun. 

Don’t panic! We’ll soon get you out of there. 

panic somebody into doing something 
The protests became more violent and many people were panicked into leaving the country. 

pan‧ic‧ky / ˈpænɪki / adjective informal 
very nervous and anxious : 

By ten o'clock she was starting to get a bit panicky. 

ˈpanic-ˌstricken adjective 
so frightened that you cannot think clearly or behave sensibly : 

Lucy suddenly looked panic-stricken. 

33. a‧glow / əˈɡləʊ $ əˈɡloʊ / adjective [ not before noun ] literary 
1 having a soft light, or a strong warm colour : 

The evening sky was still aglow. 

2 if someone’s face is aglow, they seem happy and excited 

aglow with 
Linda’s face was aglow with happiness. 

34. in‧fan‧try / ˈɪnfəntri / noun [ uncountable ] 
soldiers who fight on foot : 

an infantry regiment 

→ cavalry  cav‧al‧ry / ˈkæv ə lri / noun [ plural, uncountable ] 
1   the part of an army that fights on horses, especially in the past : 

The Black Prince led a cavalry charge against them. 

2   the part of a modern army that uses tank s 
35.  wreck‧age / ˈrekɪdʒ / noun [ singular, uncountable ] 
1 the parts of something such as a plane, ship, or building that are left after it has been destroyed in an accident : 

Firemen managed to pull some survivors from the wreckage. 

wreckage of 
Accident investigators will examine the wreckage of the plane. 

2 the parts of someone’s relationships, hopes, or plans that remain after they have been spoiled 

wreckage of 
She still hoped to salvage something from the wreckage of her marriage. 

COLLOCATIONS 

verbs 

be pulled from the wreckage The driver was pulled from the wreckage of his car. 
be cut (free) from the wreckage She had to be cut free from the wreckage by firemen. 
be trapped in the wreckage He was trapped in the wreckage for almost seven hours. 
wreckage is strewn/scattered/spread The wreckage was strewn over a large area. 
sift through wreckage (= carefully look through all the pieces ) Crash investigators have been sifting through the wreckage of the plane. 
examine wreckage Forensic experts were yesterday examining the wreckage. 
survey the wreckage (= look at it ) After the explosion, they got cautiously to their feet, surveying the wreckage. 
recover something from the wreckage The bodies of two children were recovered from the wreckage. 
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + wreckage 

burning/blazing/smoking wreckage He managed to crawl away from the burning wreckage. 
mangled/tangled/twisted wreckage Recovery teams continue to clear the tangled wreckage. 
scattered wreckage The equipment was used to clear the scattered wreckage of the two trains. 
aircraft/plane wreckage The major task is now to remove the aircraft wreckage from the accident site. 
phrases 

a piece of wreckage The fishermen were left clinging to pieces of wreckage. 
36. doom 1 / duːm / verb [ transitive usually passive ] 
to make someone or something certain to fail, die, be destroyed etc 

be doomed to failure/defeat/extinction etc 
Many species are doomed to extinction. 

The plan was doomed from the start . 

be doomed to do something 
We are all doomed to die in the end. 

— doomed adjective : 

passengers on the doomed flight 

doom 2 noun [ uncountable ] 
something very bad that is going to happen, or the fact that it is going to happen : 

A sense of impending doom (= coming very soon ) gripped her. 

sense/feeling of doom 
spell doom for something (= mean that something will be unable to continue or survive ) 

The recession spelled doom for many small businesses. 

Thousands of soldiers met their doom (= died ) on this very field. 

doom and gloom/gloom and doom (= when there seems to be no hope for the future ) 

Despite these poor figures, it’s not all doom and gloom . 

COLLOCATIONS 

adjectives 

impending doom (= likely to happen soon ) With a terrible sense of impending doom, he opened the door and went in. 
certain/inevitable doom (= sure to happen ) Some environmentalists have concluded that the planet faces certain doom. 
verbs 

spell doom (= mean that something will not continue to exist ) Many people predicted that Internet growth would spell doom for the traditional media. 
meet your doom (= die in an unpleasant way ) At the end of the movie, the bad guys met their doom. 
phrases 

a sense/feeling of doom Everyone in the business has a feeling of doom at the moment. 
doom and gloom/gloom and doom (= bad things that may happen in the future ) The newspapers are always full of doom and gloom. 
a prophet of doom (= someone who says that something bad is going to happen ) The prophets of doom were confounded when the team won the championship. 

