
Unit 11 Letter to B Student
Vocabulary

1. Respectable

re‧spect‧a‧ble / rɪˈspektəb ə l / adjective 
1 someone who is respectable behaves in a way that is considered socially acceptable : 

hard-working, respectable people 

a respectable family 

Put a tie on – it’ll make you look more respectable. 

2 good or satisfactory SYN decent : 

a respectable income 

Her exam results were respectable enough. 

— respectably adverb 
— respectability / rɪˌspektəˈbɪləti, rɪˌspektəˈbɪlɪti / noun [ uncountable ] 
2. Superior 
su‧pe‧ri‧or 1 / suːˈpɪəriə $ sʊˈpɪriər / adjective [ no comparative ] 
1 better, more powerful, more effective etc than a similar person or thing, especially one that you are competing against OPP inferior : 

Fletcher’s superior technique brought him victory. 

superior to 
Your computer is far superior to mine. 

He loves making fun of women. It makes him feel superior . 

a vastly superior (= very much better, stronger etc ) army 

2 thinking that you are better than other people – used to show disapproval : 

She had that superior tone of voice. 

3 [ only before noun ] having a higher position or rank than someone else OPP inferior : 

Don’t you usually salute a superior officer ? 

a superior court 
4 [ only before noun ] of very good quality – used especially in advertising : 

a superior wine 

→ Mother Superior 
su‧per‧i‧or‧i‧ty / suːˌpɪəriˈɒrəti, suːˌpɪəriˈɒrɪti $ sʊˌpɪriˈɔː-, -ˈɑː- / noun [ uncountable ] 
1 the quality of being better, more skilful, more powerful etc than other people or things OPP inferiority 
superiority of 
the supposed superiority of the male sex 

superiority over 
the intellectual superiority of humans over other animals 

superiority in 
US superiority in air power 

2 an attitude that shows you think you are better than other people – used to show disapproval : 

Janet always spoke with an air of superiority. 

his sense of superiority 
su‧per‧la‧tive 1 / suːˈpɜːlətɪv, sjuː- $ sʊˈpɜːr- / adjective 
1 excellent : 

a superlative performance 

2 a superlative adjective or adverb expresses the highest degree of a particular quality. For example, the superlative form of ‘tall’ is ‘tallest’. → comparative 
3. Norm

norm AC / nɔːm $ nɔːrm / noun [ countable ] 
1 the usual or normal situation, way of doing something etc 

be/become the norm 
Short term contracts are now the norm with some big companies. 

Joyce’s style of writing was a striking departure from the literary norm . 

2 norms [ plural ] generally accepted standards of social behaviour : 

terrorists who violate the norms of civilized society 

social/cultural etc norms 
3 the norm the normal or average standard 

above/below the norm 
28% of children tested below the norm. 

nor‧mal‧i‧ty AC / nɔːˈmæləti, nɔːˈmælɪti $ nɔːr- / ( also nor‧mal‧cy / ˈnɔːm ə lsi $ ˈnɔːr- / American English ) noun [ uncountable ] 
a situation in which things happen in the usual or expected way : 

We’re hoping for a return to normality as soon as possible. 

We’ll soon get back to some semblance of normality . 

nor‧mal‧ize AC ( also normalise British English ) / ˈnɔːməlaɪz $ ˈnɔːr- / verb [ intransitive and transitive ] 
1 if you normalize a situation, or if it normalizes, it becomes normal again : 

Journalists are reporting that the situation has now normalized. 

2 if two countries normalize relations, or if relations normalize, the two countries behave in a normal way towards each other again : 

Relations between the countries were formally normalized in 1997. 

— normalization / ˌnɔːməlaɪˈzeɪʃ ə n $ ˌnɔːrmələ- / noun [ uncountable ] 
nor‧mal 1 S1 W1 AC / ˈnɔːm ə l $ ˈnɔːr- / adjective 
1 usual, typical, or expected : 

A normal working week is 40 hours. 

it is normal (for somebody) to do something 
It’s normal to feel nervous before an exam. 

quite/perfectly etc normal 
Her room was untidy, but that was quite normal. 

She was assessed in the normal way , and placed on the waiting list. 

All I want is to lead a normal life . 

2 someone who is normal is mentally and physically healthy and does not behave strangely OPP abnormal : 

He seems a perfectly normal little boy. 

They can’t be normal to do something like that. 

phrases 

as normal (= used to emphasize that something happens very regularly ) John and Liz were late as normal. 
in/under normal circumstances Under normal circumstances, you would have to pay to go into the exhibition. 
in the normal way The results will be posted to you in the normal way. 
THESAURUS 

normal usual, typical, and as you would expect it to be : Is this cold weather normal for the time of year? | It had been another normal working day in the office. 
ordinary ( also regular especially American English ) not special, unusual, or different from normal : They lived in an ordinary three-bedroomed house. | It looks like an ordinary car, but it uses solar power. | Would you like a regular salad or a Caesar salad? | I just want an ordinary bicycle, not a mountain bike. 
average [ only before noun ] around the usual level or amount : She is of average height . | He is of above average intelligence . | The average price of a pint of milk has gone up. 
standard normal – used about methods of doing something, or about the size, shape, features etc of products : It’s standard practice to X-ray hand-baggage at most airports. | We stock shoes in all the standard sizes. 
routine used about things that are done regularly as part of a series of things : The fault was discovered during a routine check of the plane. | routine tasks such as shopping and cooking 
everyday [ only before noun ] used about things that happen or that you use as part of normal life : He painted scenes of everyday life in France. | Sally was still dressed in her everyday clothes. 
common used about birds and plants that are of the most usual type, and in the phrase the common people (= people who are not rich and powerful ) : the common goldfish | an alliance between the aristocracy and the common people 
conventional [ only before noun ] of the kind that is usually used – used when comparing this with a different or special type : The engine is more efficient than a conventional diesel engine. | the drugs used in conventional medicine | conventional weapons (= not nuclear, chemical, or biological ) | conventional ovens and microwaves 
normal 2 AC noun [ uncountable ] 
the usual state, level, or amount : 

Thankfully, train services are now back to normal . 

Slowly her heartbeat returned to normal . 

above/below normal 
Car sales are still below normal for the time of year. 

higher/larger/less etc than normal 
The journey took longer than normal. 

4. Rare--rarity

rar‧i‧ty / ˈreərəti, ˈreərɪti $ ˈrer- / noun ( plural rarities ) 

1 be a rarity to not happen or exist very often : 

Visitors were a rarity in the village. 

2 [ countable ] something that is valuable or interesting because it is rare : 

Some of these plants are national rarities. 

3 [ uncountable ] the quality of being rare : 

Such stamps are expensive because of their rarity. 

5. shift
shift 1 S3 W3 AC / ʃɪft / verb 
1 move 
a) [ intransitive and transitive ] to move from one place or position to another, or make something do this : 

Joe listened, shifting uncomfortably from one foot to another. 

She shifted her gaze from me to Bobby. 

b) [ transitive ] British English informal to move something, especially by picking it up and carrying it : 

Give me a hand to shift these chairs. 

2 change attention [ transitive ] to change a situation, discussion etc by giving special attention to one idea or subject instead of to a previous one 

shift something away/onto/from etc 
The White House hopes to shift the media’s attention away from foreign policy issues. 

attention/emphasis/focus shifts 
In this stage of a rape case, the focus often shifts onto the victim and her conduct. 

shift gear American English (= change what you are doing ) 

It’s hard to shift gear when you come home after a busy day at work. 

3 change opinion [ intransitive and transitive ] if someone’s opinions, beliefs etc shift, they change : 

Public opinion was beginning to shift to the right (= become more right-wing ) . 

shifting attitudes towards marriage 

He refused to shift his ground (= change his opinion ) . 

4 shift the blame/responsibility (onto somebody) to make someone else responsible for something, especially for something bad that has happened : 

It was a clear attempt to shift the responsibility for the crime onto the victim. 

5 costs/spending [ transitive always + adverb/preposition ] to change the way that money is paid or spent SYN direct : 

the need to shift more resources towards reducing poverty 

6 dirt/marks [ transitive ] British English to remove dirt or marks from a surface or piece of clothing : 

a new washing powder that will shift any stain 
7 in a car [ intransitive and transitive ] especially American English to change the gear s when you are driving SYN change British English : 

I shifted into second gear. 

8 sell [ transitive ] British English informal to sell a product, especially a lot of it : 

The store shifted over 1,000 copies of the book last week. 

Shiftless

shift‧less / ˈʃɪftləs / adjective 
lazy and having no interest in working hard or trying to succeed 

— shiftlessness noun [ uncountable ] 
THESAURUS 

lazy not liking work or physical activity, or not making any effort to do anything : a lazy student | You make your own breakfast! Don't be so lazy! 
idle lazy and not doing enough work. Idle sounds rather formal and is becoming old-fashioned. In everyday English, people usually use lazy : The beggars were too idle to look for work. | Her son was bone idle (= extremely lazy ) . 
indolent formal lazy and living a comfortable life : He spent an indolent first year at Oxford. | the indolent son of a wealthy landowner 
shiftless lazy and having no ambition to succeed or do anything useful with your life : her shiftless husband 
work-shy British English lazy and trying to avoid any work : He was work-shy, and no one could remember when he’d last held a job. 
slothful formal lazy and not liking physical activity : Her advice to slothful Americans is: ‘Get out there and walk!’ 
6. eligibility
el‧i‧gi‧ble / ˈelɪdʒəb ə l, ˈelɪdʒɪb ə l / adjective 
1 someone who is eligible for something is able or allowed to do it, for example because they are the right age 

eligible for 
Students on a part-time course are not eligible for a loan. 

eligible to do something 
Over 500,000 18-year-olds will become eligible to vote this year. 

2 [ only before noun ] an eligible man or woman would be good to marry because they are rich, attractive, and not married : 

Stephen was regarded as an eligible bachelor . 

— eligibility / ˌelɪdʒəˈbɪləti, ˌelɪdʒɪˈbɪləti / noun [ uncountable ] 
in‧el‧i‧gi‧ble / ɪnˈelədʒəb ə l, ɪnˈelɪdʒəb ə l / adjective 
not allowed to have or do something because of a law or rule OPP eligible 
ineligible for 
Temporary workers are ineligible for the pension scheme. 

ineligible to do something 
People under 18 are ineligible to vote. 

— ineligibility / ɪnˌelədʒəˈbɪləti, ɪnˌelɪdʒəˈbɪləti / noun [ uncountable ] 
7. stuff
stuff 1 S1 W3 / stʌf / noun [ uncountable ] 
1 things informal used when you are talking about things such as substances, materials, or groups of objects when you do not know what they are called, or it is not important to say exactly what they are : 

I’ve got some sticky stuff on my shoe. 

How do you think you’re going to fit all that stuff into the car? 

I felt sorry for the ones who had to eat the awful stuff. 

Where’s all the camping stuff? 

2 sb’s stuff informal the things that belong to someone : 

Did you get the rest of your stuff? 

3 activities/ideas informal used when talking about different activities, subjects, or ideas, when you do not say exactly what these are : 

What kind of stuff do you like to read? 

I’ve got so much stuff to do this weekend. 

There’s a lot of interesting stuff in this book. 

He’s talked to me about all that stuff too. 

He does mountain biking and skiing, and stuff like that . 

4 work/art informal used when you are talking about what someone has done or made, for example writing, music, or art : 

I don’t like his stuff. 

John Lee was getting ready to play his stuff. 

He did some great stuff in his early films. 

good stuff British English (= used to tell someone that their work is good ) 

This is good stuff. 

5 ... and stuff spoken informal used to say that there are other things similar to what you have just mentioned, but you are not going to say what they are : 

There’s some very good music there, CD systems and stuff, and laser disks. 

6 the (very) stuff of dreams/life/politics exactly the kind of thing that dreams etc consist of : 

an enchanting place – the very stuff of dreams 

7 character the qualities of someone’s character : 

Does he have the right stuff (= qualities that make you able to deal with difficulties ) ? 

Surely you’re not going to give up? I thought you were made of sterner stuff (= were more determined ) . 

8 do/show your stuff informal to do what you are good at when everyone 
wants you to do it : 

Come on Gina, get on the dance floor and do your stuff! 

8. Inadequacy

in‧ad‧e‧qua‧cy AC / ɪnˈædəkwəsi, ɪnˈædɪkwəsi / noun ( plural inadequacies ) 

1 [ uncountable ] a feeling that you are not as good, clever, skilled etc as other people : 

Unemployment can cause feelings of inadequacy and low self-esteem. 

2 [ uncountable ] the fact of not being good enough in quality, ability, size etc for a particular purpose 

inadequacy of 
the inadequacy of local health care 

3 [ countable usually plural ] a fault or weakness : 

I’m quite aware of my own inadequacies. 

in‧ad‧e‧quate AC / ɪnˈædəkwət, ɪnˈædɪkwət / adjective 
1 not good enough, big enough, skilled enough etc for a particular purpose OPP adequate : 

inadequate resources 

inadequate for 
The parking facilities are inadequate for a busy shopping centre. 

totally/wholly/woefully/hopelessly etc inadequate 
The building’s electrical system was completely inadequate. 

The new air conditioning system proved inadequate . 

2 someone who feels inadequate thinks other people are better, more skilful, more intelligent etc than they are : 

The teacher made us feel inadequate and stupid if we made mistakes. 

— inadequately adverb : 

Colleges have been inadequately funded for years. 

9. repute
re‧pute / rɪˈpjuːt / noun [ uncountable ] formal 
reputation 

of good/high/international etc repute 
a man of high repute 

of (some) repute (= having a good reputation ) 

a hotel of some repute 
re‧put‧ed / rɪˈpjuːtəd, rɪˈpjuːtɪd / adjective 
according to what some people say, but not definitely 

be reputed to be/do something 
She is reputed to be extremely wealthy. 

the reputed leader of the Crips gang 

The painting was sold for a reputed $3 million. 

re‧put‧ed‧ly / rɪˈpjuːtədli, rɪˈpjuːtɪdli / adverb [ sentence adverb ] 
according to what some people say SYN reportedly → allegedly : 

The committee had reputedly spent over $3000 on ‘business entertainment’. 

10. offset

off‧set 1 AC / ˈɒfset, ˌɒfˈset $ ˈɒːfset, ˌɒːfˈset / verb ( past tense and past participle offset , present participle offsetting ) [ transitive ] 
1 if the cost or amount of something offsets another cost or amount, the two things have an opposite effect so that the situation remains the same : 

Cuts in prices for milk, butter, and cheese will be offset by direct payments to farmers. 

offset something against something 
He was able to offset his travel expenses against tax. 

2 to make something look better by being close to it and different : 

His blonde hair offset a deep tan. 

off‧set 2 / ˈɒfset $ ˈɒːf- / adjective 
relating to a method of printing in which ink is put onto roller s and the paper then passes between the rollers 

— offset noun [ uncountable ] 
11. Deadly
dead‧ly 1 / ˈdedli / adjective 
1 very dangerous likely to cause death SYN lethal : 

a deadly poison 

a deadly weapon 

deadly disease/virus 
2 deadly enemy someone who will always be your enemy and will try to harm you as much as possible : 

The two rapidly became deadly enemies. 

3 c complete or total : 

We sat in deadly silence. 

He was in deadly earnest (= completely serious ) . 

4 very effective causing harm in a very effective way : 

She hit the target with deadly accuracy. 

5 [ only before noun ] like death in appearance : 

His face had a deadly paleness. 

→ seven deadly sins at sin 1 ( 1 ) 

THESAURUS 

poisonous containing or producing a substance that is likely to kill you, or make you very ill : poisonous gas | poisonous snakes | The plant is poisonous to humans and animals. 
toxic toxic chemicals and waste are poisonous to people and the environment : Crops were sprayed with highly toxic chemicals. | Lead is toxic to humans. | The site was used for the disposal of toxic waste. 
noxious [ usually before noun ] formal noxious substances and gases are poisonous : Vehicles pollute the air with noxious fumes | The soil may be contaminated with noxious substances. 
hazardous [ usually before noun ] hazardous substances are likely to harm people, animals, or the environment if they are not dealt with or got rid of carefully : Lead is one of the most hazardous substances known, causing cancer and nerve damage. | The building is now unoccupied, and all radioactive or hazardous materials have been removed. | hazardous nuclear waste 
deadly extremely poisonous and likely to kill you – used especially about poisons and snakes : a deadly poison | a deadly snake | Terrorists plotted to release a deadly gas. 
12. prosperity 
pro‧sper‧i‧ty / prɒˈsperəti, prɒˈsperɪti $ prɑː- / noun [ uncountable ] 
when people have money and everything that is needed for a good life : 

a time of economic prosperity 
prosperity of 
the future prosperity of the country 

13. salvation

sal‧va‧tion / sælˈveɪʃ ə n / noun [ uncountable ] 
1 something that prevents or saves someone or something from danger, loss, or failure 

be sb’s/sth’s salvation 
A drug treatment program was Ron’s salvation. 

salvation of 
The Internet turned out to be the salvation of the company. 

2 in the Christian religion, the state of being saved from evil 

salve 2 verb [ transitive ] formal 
salve your conscience if you do something to salve your conscience, you do it to make yourself feel less guilty SYN ease 
salve 1 / sælv, sɑːv $ sæv / noun [ uncountable and countable ] 
a substance that you put on sore skin to make it less painful SYN balm : 

lip salve 

sal‧i‧vate / ˈsæləveɪt, ˈsælɪveɪt / verb [ intransitive ] 
1 to produce more saliva in your mouth than usual, especially because you see or smell food 

2 to look at or show interest in something or someone in a way that shows you like or want them very much – used to show disapproval SYN drool 
salivate at/over 
The media are salivating over the story. 

— salivation / ˌsæləˈveɪʃ ə n, ˌsælɪˈveɪʃ ə n / noun [ uncountable ] 
sa‧li‧va / səˈlaɪvə / noun [ uncountable ] 
the liquid that is produced naturally in your mouth SYN spit 
14. shrug

shrug 1 W3 / ʃrʌɡ / verb ( past tense and past participle shrugged , present participle shrugging ) [ intransitive and transitive ] 
to raise and then lower your shoulders in order to show that you do not know something or do not care about something : 

I just shrugged my shoulders and ignored him. 

Melanie shrugged and walked away. 

shrug something ↔ off phrasal verb 
to treat something as unimportant and not worry about it : 

We can’t just shrug these objections off. 

Shrug
shrug 2 noun [ countable ] 
1 [ usually singular ] a movement of your shoulders upwards and then downwards again that you make to show that you do not know something or do not care about something 

with a shrug 
‘Suit yourself,’ he said with a shrug. 

2 a very short cardigan 
15. per‧spec‧tive W3 AC / pəˈspektɪv $ pər- / noun 
1 [ countable ] a way of thinking about something, especially one which is influenced by the type of person you are or by your experiences → viewpoint 
perspective on 
His father’s death gave him a whole new perspective on life. 

from sb’s perspective 
The novel is written from a child’s perspective. 

from a feminist/Christian/global etc perspective 
We have to look at everything from an international perspective. 

a much-needed historical perspective 
wider/broader perspective 
Our work in Uganda and Romania adds a wider perspective. 

2 [ uncountable ] a sensible way of judging and comparing situations so that you do not imagine that something is more serious than it really is : 

I think Viv’s lost all sense of perspective . 

The figures have to be put into perspective . 

get/keep something in perspective (= judge the importance of something correctly ) 

3 [ uncountable ] a method of drawing a picture that makes objects look solid and shows distance and depth, or the effect this method produces in a picture : 

the artist’s use of perspective 

4 [ countable ] formal a view, especially one in which you can see a long way into the distance 

COLLOCATIONS 

ADJECTIVES/NOUN + perspective 

a new/different perspective I like the programme because it gives you a different perspective on world news. 
a fresh perspective (= new and interesting or useful ) The venture will benefit from their fresh perspective. 
a wider/broader perspective Searching through a variety of sources will give them a wider perspective on their subject. 
a historical perspective It is important to have a historical perspective when considering these changes. 
a global/international perspective A global perspective allows firms to spot opportunities and reduce supply costs. 
a feminist perspective If you look at this from a feminist perspective, things are, in fact, not equal. 
a female perspective Carson's lyrics are definitely written from the human experience, but from a female perspective. 
a Marxist perspective From a Marxist perspective, crime is largely the product of capitalism. 
a Christian perspective We approach the problem from a Christian perspective. 
a business perspective I think it was a good thing to do, from a business perspective. 
the American/Russian/French etc perspective From the French perspective, therefore, 1934 marks a major turning point. 
verbs 

have a perspective Everyone seems to have a different perspective on the issue. 
see/view something from a perspective A child can only see see the world from his or her own perspective. 
give (somebody) a perspective A break might give her a better perspective on things. 
provide a perspective Their research is concerned with providing an alternative perspective on our past. 
offer a perspective Bamford offers a fresh perspective on this ongoing historical debate. 
get a perspective When you get to my age, you get a different perspective on life. 
put a perspective on something This new evidence put a whole new perspective on the case. 
COLLOCATIONS 

verbs 

lose perspective People sometimes lose perspective on what is really important in life. 
put something into/in perspective (= consider something in a sensible way by comparing it with something else, or to help you do this ) Let's put this data into perspective. | I saw their suffering, and it really put my own problems into perspective. 
get/see something in perspective (= judge the importance of something correctly by considering it in relation to other things ) You’ve got to take a wider view and get things in perspective. 
keep something in perspective I hope we can all keep this issue in perspective. 
phrases 

a sense of perspective I felt I needed a break from the relationship in order to keep a sense of perspective. 
16. propose
pro‧pose S2 W2 / prəˈpəʊz $ -ˈpoʊz / verb 
1 suggest [ transitive ] formal to suggest something as a plan or course of action → proposal : 

the changes currently proposed by the local planning authorities 

the proposed budget cuts 

propose that 
In his speech he proposed that the UN should set up an emergency centre for the environment. 

propose doing something 
The report also proposes extending the motorway. 

► Do not say ‘propose someone something’. Say propose something : He proposed a compromise (NOT He proposed me a compromise). 
Register 

In everyday English, people usually say that someone puts forward plans, ideas etc, rather than proposes them: 

The idea was first put forward by a German scientist. 

2 meeting [ transitive ] to formally suggest a course of action at a meeting and ask people to vote on it 

propose a motion/amendment/resolution etc 
The resolution was proposed by the chairman of the International Committee. 

propose somebody for something 
Mr Leesom proposed Mrs Banks for the position of Treasurer (= he suggested formally that she should be the treasurer ) . 

3 theory [ transitive ] to suggest an idea, method etc as an answer to a scientific question or as a better way of doing something : 

A number of theories have been proposed to explain the phenomenon. 

4 intend [ transitive ] formal to intend to do something 

propose to do something 
How does he propose to deal with the situation? 

propose doing something 
We still don’t know how the company proposes raising the money. 

5 marriage 
a) [ intransitive ] to ask someone to marry you, especially in a formal way 

propose to 
Shaun proposed to me only six months after we met. 

b) propose marriage formal to ask someone to marry you 

6 propose a toast (to somebody) to formally ask a group of people at a social event to join you in wishing someone success, happiness, etc as they raise and drink a glass of wine : 

I’d like to propose a toast to the bride and groom. 

THESAURUS 

suggest to tell someone your ideas about what they should do : 'Why don’t you come with us?', Alan suggested. | It was a sunny afternoon and so I suggested going to the beach. 
recommend to suggest that someone goes somewhere, tries something etc because you know that it is good and you think they will like it : Can you recommend a good restaurant near here? | It’s a brilliant book - I’d recommend it to anyone. 
propose formal to formally suggest a plan or course of action, especially at a meeting : The government has proposed building a new town just north of the city. | I propose that we send a delegation to London to discuss our concerns. 
put forward to suggest an idea, plan, reason etc : The party has put forward new proposals to reduce the number of cars in the town centre. | The idea was first put forward by Aristotle. | A number of reasons have been put forward to explain these negative results. 
nominate to officially suggest someone for an important job or position, or a person, film etc for a prize, especially when people will vote to make a decision : He’s been nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature several times. | Three candidates have been nominated for the position of chairman. 
pro‧pos‧al S2 W1 / prəˈpəʊz ə l $ -ˈpoʊ- / noun [ countable ] 
1 a plan or suggestion which is made formally to an official person or group, or the act of making it → propose 
proposal for 
the government’s proposals for regulation of the industry 

proposal to do something 
The committee put forward a proposal to reduce the time limit. 

proposal that 
They rejected proposals that the President should be directly elected. 

2 when you ask someone to marry you 

marriage proposal/proposal of marriage 
She politely declined his proposal of marriage. 

COLLOCATIONS 

verbs 

make a proposal I'd like to make a proposal. 
put forward/submit a proposal They put forward a proposal for a joint research project. 
come up with a proposal (= think of one ) The sales staff came up with an innovative proposal. 
draw up a proposal A committee of experts drew up proposals for a constitution. 
approve/accept a proposal The proposal was approved by the committee. 
support/back a proposal Not one of these organizations supports the government's proposals. 
reject a proposal Councillors had twice rejected proposals for a new village school. 
consider a proposal We shall consider their proposals carefully. 
discuss a proposal He had discussed the proposal with the Egyptian president. 
vote on a proposal Shareholders will vote on the proposal on May 5. 
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + proposal 

a detailed proposal They drew up a detailed proposal and submitted it to the Department of Energy. 
a specific/concrete proposal The report will make specific proposals for further investigation. 
a research proposal Applicants should submit a short research proposal on their chosen topic. 
a budget/tax proposal (= a budget/tax plan ) Criticism of the budget proposals was voiced by the International Monetary Fund. 
a peace proposal (= a plan to achieve peace ) The Israeli government responded positively to the US peace proposals. 
a formal proposal Schools made formal written proposals. 
THESAURUS 

suggestion an idea, plan, or possibility that someone suggests : We welcome any suggestions as to how to improve our service. | Sally made a few useful suggestions about places we could visit. 
proposal a formal or official suggestion : They will consider our proposal at their next meeting. | The proposal to build a new airport has finally been rejected. 
recommendation an official suggestion about what to do, especially one that is contained in a report : The safety board has made some recommendations. | The Government decided to accept the recommendation of the Lockwood Report. 
17. apt

 apt / æpt / adjective 
1 be apt to do something to have a natural tendency to do something SYN tend to : 

Some of the staff are apt to arrive late on Mondays. 

2 exactly right for a particular situation or purpose SYN appropriate : 

‘Love at first sight’ is a very apt description of how he felt when he saw her. 

apt for 
The punishment should be apt for the crime. 

3 an apt pupil/student formal a student who is quick to learn and understand SYN able 
— aptness noun [ uncountable ] 
ap‧ti‧tude / ˈæptətjuːd, ˈæptɪtjuːd $ -tuːd / noun [ uncountable and countable ] 
1 natural ability or skill, especially in learning 

aptitude for 
He has a natural aptitude for teaching. 

2 aptitude test a test that measures your natural skills or abilities 

Ept [ept]  adj.聪明能干的  卓有成效的
Eptitude [`eptItju:d] n.合适 能力 有效性
18. transcript
tran‧script / ˈtrænskrɪpt / noun [ countable ] 
1 a written or printed copy of a speech, conversation etc 

transcript of 
A transcript of the tapes was presented in court. 

2 American English an official college document that shows a list of a student’s classes and the results they received 

tran‧scrip‧tion / trænˈskrɪpʃ ə n / noun 
1 [ uncountable ] when you transcribe something : 

Pronunciation is shown by a system of phonetic transcription. 

2 [ countable ] an exact written or printed copy of something SYN transcript 
tran‧scribe / trænˈskraɪb / verb [ transitive ] 
1 to write down something exactly as it was said : 

A secretary transcribed the witnesses’ statements. 

2 to write an exact copy of something : 

He had been asked to transcribe an ancient manuscript. 

3 technical to represent speech sounds with phonetic symbols 

4 formal to change a piece of writing into the alphabet of another language 

transcribe something into something 
The book has been transcribed into braille. 

5 to arrange a piece of music for a different instrument or voice 

transcribe something for something 
a piece transcribed for piano 

6 technical to copy recorded music, speech etc from one system to another, for example from tape to CD 
19. proficiency
pro‧fi‧cien‧cy / prəˈfɪʃ ə nsi / noun [ uncountable ] 
a good standard of ability and skill 

proficiency in/with/at 
a high level of proficiency in English 

Nick’s proficiency with computers is well known. 

pro‧fi‧cient / prəˈfɪʃ ə nt / adjective 
able to do something well or skilfully 

proficient in/at 
Martha’s proficient in Swedish. 

There’s only one way to become proficient at anything – practice! 

a proficient typist 

— proficiently adverb 
20. conventional 
con‧ven‧tion‧al W3 AC / kənˈvenʃ ə nəl / adjective 
1 [ only before noun ] a conventional method, product, practice etc has been used for a long time and is considered the usual type : 

Internet connections through conventional phone lines are fairly slow. 

Bake for 20 minutes in a conventional oven; 8 in a microwave. 

2 always following the behaviour and attitudes that most people in a society consider to be normal, right, and socially acceptable, so that you seem slightly boring : 

a strong believer in conventional morals 

conventional in 
He is conventional in his approach to life. 

3 (the) conventional wisdom the opinion that most people consider to be normal and right, but that is sometimes shown to be wrong : 

As traffic grew, the conventional wisdom was to widen the roads. 

4 [ only before noun ] conventional weapons and wars do not use nuclear explosives or weapons : 

conventional forces 

5 conventional medicine the usual form of medicine practised in most European and North American countries SYN western medicine 
— conventionally adverb 
— conventionality / kənˌvenʃəˈnæləti, kənˌvenʃəˈnælɪti / noun [ uncountable ] 
THESAURUS 

normal usual, typical, and as you would expect it to be : Is this cold weather normal for the time of year? | It had been another normal working day in the office. 
ordinary ( also regular especially American English ) not special, unusual, or different from normal : They lived in an ordinary three-bedroomed house. | It looks like an ordinary car, but it uses solar power. | Would you like a regular salad or a Caesar salad? | I just want an ordinary bicycle, not a mountain bike. 
average [ only before noun ] around the usual level or amount : She is of average height . | He is of above average intelligence . | The average price of a pint of milk has gone up. 
standard normal – used about methods of doing something, or about the size, shape, features etc of products : It’s standard practice to X-ray hand-baggage at most airports. | We stock shoes in all the standard sizes. 
routine used about things that are done regularly as part of a series of things : The fault was discovered during a routine check of the plane. | routine tasks such as shopping and cooking 
everyday [ only before noun ] used about things that happen or that you use as part of normal life : He painted scenes of everyday life in France. | Sally was still dressed in her everyday clothes. 
common used about birds and plants that are of the most usual type, and in the phrase the common people (= people who are not rich and powerful ) : the common goldfish | an alliance between the aristocracy and the common people 
conventional [ only before noun ] of the kind that is usually used – used when comparing this with a different or special type : The engine is more efficient than a conventional diesel engine. | the drugs used in conventional medicine | conventional weapons (= not nuclear, chemical, or biological ) | conventional ovens and microwaves 
con‧ven‧tion W2 AC / kənˈvenʃ ə n / noun 
1 [ countable ] a large formal meeting for people who belong to the same profession or organization or who have the same interests : 

a teachers’ convention 

the city’s new convention center 
a convention for science fiction fans 

2 [ countable ] a formal agreement, especially between countries, about particular rules or behaviour SYN pact , treaty 
convention on 
the European convention on human rights 

3 [ uncountable and countable ] behaviour and attitudes that most people in a society consider to be normal and right SYN custom : 

Playing together teaches children social conventions such as sharing. 

They defied the conventions of the time by living together without being married. 

by convention 
By convention, the bride’s father gives her away at her wedding. 

4 [ countable ] a method or style often used in literature, art, the theatre etc to achieve a particular effect : 

the conventions of the 19th-century novel 

COLLOCATIONS 

adjectives 

a social/cultural convention Each society has its own cultural conventions. 
an established convention (= one that has been used for a long time ) There are established conventions for how you should end a letter. 
an accepted convention Saying 'thank you' and 'please' is an accepted convention. 
verbs 

defy convention (= not do what is accepted or normal ) At the time she was defying convention by living with a man. 
follow convention (= do what is accepted and normal ) If everyone followed convention, the world would be a boring place. 
conform to/adhere to convention formal (= do what is accepted and normal ) He’d always chosen not to conform to convention. 
flout convention (= deliberately not do what is accepted or normal ) I was determined to flout convention when it came to the funeral arrangements. 
phrases 

a set of conventions In the East you will have to learn a different set of conventions. 
rules and conventions Rules and conventions permeate the whole of social life. 
THESAURUS 

meeting an occasion when people meet in order to discuss something : a business meeting. | Mr Bell is in a meeting. | The committee will hold another meeting Wednesday. 
conference an organized event, especially one that continues for several days, at which a lot of people meet to discuss a particular subject and hear speeches about it : Didn’t you give a talk at the conference last year? | a conference of women business leaders 
convention a large formal meeting of people who belong to a political party, or to an organization of people with the same interests : the Democratic Party Convention | a convention for Star Trek fans 
rally a large public meeting, especially one that is held outdoors to support or protest about something : There was a massive peace rally in London. 
summit a meeting between government leaders from important and powerful countries, to discuss important matters : A summit meeting of OPEC leaders was called to find a solution to the oil crisis. | next week’s economic summit 
caucus American English a local meeting of the members of a political party to choose people to represent them at a larger meeting, or to choose a candidate in an election : Obama won the Iowa caucus in 2007. 
teleconference/video conference a business meeting in which people in different places talk to each other using telephones or video equipment : The chairman held teleconferences with his senior managers. 
gathering/get-together a situation in which a group of people come together to meet, talk, and have drinks with each other, especially friends or family : We held a small family get-together to celebrate her birthday. | She arranged social gatherings in Kettering for young people on Saturday evenings. 
date an arrangement to meet someone who you are having, or hoping to have, a romantic relationship with : I think I might ask her out on a date. 
rendezvous a meeting where two people have arranged to meet at a particular time or place, often secretly : She arranged a rendezvous with him in the hotel bar. 
tryst literary a secret meeting between people who are having a romantic relationship : a good place for a moonlight tryst 
21. correspond 

cor‧re‧spond AC / ˌkɒrəˈspɒnd, ˌkɒrɪˈspɒnd $ ˌkɔːrəˈspɑːnd, ˌkɑː- / verb [ intransitive ] 
1 if two things or ideas correspond, the parts or information in one relate to the parts or information in the other : 

The two halves of the document did not correspond. 

correspond with/to 
The numbers correspond to points on the map. 

2 to be very similar to or the same as something else 

correspond to 
The French ‘baccalauréate’ exam roughly corresponds to English A levels. 

correspond closely/exactly/precisely to something 
The description of these events corresponds closely to other accounts written at the time. 

3 to write letters to someone and receive letters from them : 

For the next three years they corresponded regularly. 

correspond with 
She stopped corresponding with him after the death of her mother. 

cor‧re‧spon‧dence AC / ˌkɒrəˈspɒndəns, ˌkɒrɪˈspɒndəns $ ˌkɔːrəˈspɑːn-, ˌkɑː- / noun [ uncountable ] 
1 the letters that someone sends and receives, especially official or business letters : 

A secretary came in twice a week to deal with his correspondence. 

2 the process of sending and receiving letters : 

The magazine is unable to enter into any correspondence on medical matters. 

(be in) correspondence with somebody 
He had been in correspondence with her for several years before they finally met. 

All correspondence between us must cease. 

3 a relationship or connection between two or more ideas or facts 

correspondence between 
There was no correspondence between the historical facts and Johnson’s account of them. 

correˈspondence ˌcourse noun [ countable ] 
a course of lessons in which the student works at home and sends completed work to their teacher by post : 

I’m taking a correspondence course in business studies.
cor‧re‧spon‧dent / ˌkɒrəˈspɒndənt, ˌkɒrɪˈspɒndənt $ ˌkɔːrəˈspɑːn-, ˌkɑː- / noun [ countable ] 
1 someone who is employed by a newspaper or a television station etc to report news from a particular area or on a particular subject → reporter 
political/foreign/legal etc correspondent 
the political correspondent for ‘The Times’ 

Our correspondent in South Africa sent this report. 

2 someone who writes letters : 

I’m not a very good correspondent, I’m afraid. 

COLLOCATIONS 

ADJECTIVES/NOUN + correspondent 

a foreign correspondent (= reporting on other countries ) He became a top BBC foreign correspondent. 
our Beijing/Cairo/Washington etc correspondent (= sending reports from a particular place - used by a newspaper or TV station ) This report comes direct from our Tel Aviv correspondent. 
a political correspondent As our political correspondent wrote last week, this decision is welcome. 
a newspaper correspondent During the war he was employed as a newspaper correspondent. 
a war correspondent Being a war correspondent is a dangerous job. 
an education/health/sports etc correspondent Here is our sports correspondent with all the details. 
a special correspondent (= one with a special area of responsibility ) He was a special correspondent for animals and the environment. 
THESAURUS 

journalist someone who writes for a newspaper or magazine : She worked as a journalist on the New York Times. | I've always wanted to be a journalist. 
reporter someone whose job is to find out about news stories and ask questions for a newspaper, television or radio company etc : A crowd of reporters were waiting outside the house all night. | He told reporters that he had no intention of resigning. 
correspondent someone who writes news articles or does reports about a particular subject, especially a serious one, for a newspaper or news organization : our economics correspondent | a war correspondent | He was the BBC's correspondent in Moscow. 
columnist someone who writes articles, especially about a particular subject, that appear regularly in a newspaper or magazine : an influential financial columnist | a gossip columnist 
hack informal a disapproving word for a journalist, especially one whose work is of low quality : The editor sent one of his hacks to interview the murderer’s girlfriend. 
newsman/woman ( also newspaperman/woman ) a general word for someone who works for a newspaper, especially a reporter or editor : an experienced newspaperman 
the press newspapers and journalists in general : The press always like a good story about the royal family. | the right-wing press 
Fleet Street the British press. This phrase comes from the street in London, where many newspapers used to have their offices : Relations between the government and Fleet Street aren't as cosy as they once were. 
 cor‧re‧spon‧ding AC / ˌkɒrəˈspɒndɪŋ◂, ˌkɒrɪˈspɒndɪŋ◂ $ ˌkɔːrəˈspɑːn-, ˌkɑː- / adjective [ only before noun ] 
1 caused by or connected with something you have already mentioned : 

The war and the corresponding fall in trade have had a devastating effect on the country. 

2 having similar qualities or a similar size, position etc to something else SYN equivalent : 

Sales are up 10% on the corresponding period last year. 

— correspondingly adverb : 

As his political power has shrunk, he has grown correspondingly more dependent on the army. 

22. retain
re‧tain W2 AC / rɪˈteɪn / verb [ transitive ] formal 
1 to keep something or continue to have something : 

You have the right to retain possession of the goods. 

The state wants to retain control of food imports. 

Register 

In everyday English, people usually say keep rather than retain : 

Keep all your receipts. 

2 to store or keep something inside something else : 

A lot of information can be retained in your computer. 

Limestone is known to retain moisture. 

3 to remember information : 

I find it very difficult to retain facts. 

4 if you retain a lawyer or other specialist, you pay them to work for you now and in the future : 

He has retained a lawyer to challenge the court’s decision. 

We had to pay a retaining fee (= an amount of money to keep someone working for you ) . 

5 if a company retains workers, it continues to employ them for a long time : 

It’s increasingly difficult to recruit and retain good staff. 

re‧tain‧er AC / rɪˈteɪnə $ -ər / noun [ countable ] 
1 an amount of money paid to someone, especially a lawyer, so that they will continue to work for you in the future 

2 British English a reduced amount of rent that you pay for a room, flat etc when you are not there, so that it will still be available when you return 

3 American English a plastic and wire object that you wear in your mouth to make your teeth stay straight SYN brace British English 
4 old use a servant 

23. assumption
as‧sump‧tion S2 W2 AC / əˈsʌmpʃ ə n / noun 
1 [ countable ] something that you think is true although you have no definite proof → assume 
assumption that 
A lot of people make the assumption that poverty only exists in the Third World. 

My calculations were based on the assumption that house prices would remain steady. 

assumption about 
People make a lot of assumptions about me. 

2 [ uncountable ] formal when someone starts to have control or power 

assumption of 
the assumption of responsibility 

COLLOCATIONS 

verbs 

make an assumption You’re making a lot of assumptions for which you have no proof. 
be based on/rest on an assumption Our plans were based on the assumption that everyone would be willing to help. 
work on an assumption (= act according to something that may not be true ) The police seemed to be working on the assumption that he was guilty. 
adjectives 

a reasonable/valid assumption This seemed like a reasonable assumption. 
a common/general/widespread assumption There’s a common assumption that science is more difficult than other subjects. 
a basic/fundamental/underlying assumption There is a basic assumption in international law that a state will protect its citizens. 
a correct assumption Many people acted on the correct assumption that interest rates would rise. 
a wrong/false/mistaken assumption Both theories are based on a single wrong assumption. 
an underlying assumption (= a belief that is used as the basis for an idea, but which may not be correct ) There seems to be an underlying assumption in what he says that women are weaker than men. 
a tacit/unspoken assumption (= one that no one says aloud ) There seemed to be a tacit assumption that they would get married. 
a questionable assumption (= one that is likely to be wrong ) That assumption was obviously highly questionable. 
24. fuzzy
fuzz‧y / ˈfʌzi / adjective 
1 if a sound or picture is fuzzy, it is unclear → blurred : 

Some of the photos were so fuzzy it was hard to tell who was who. 

2 unclear or confused OPP clear : 

There’s a fuzzy line between parents’ and schools’ responsibilities. 

3 covered with soft short hair or fur : 

I stroked the kitten’s fuzzy back. 

4 fuzzy hair is very curly and sticks straight up 

— fuzzily adverb 
— fuzziness noun [ uncountable ] 
ˌfuzzy ˈlogic noun [ uncountable ] technical 
a type of logic which is used to try to make computers think like humans 

25. curriculum, curricula, curricular
26. ritual

rit‧u‧al 1 / ˈrɪtʃuəl / noun [ uncountable and countable ] 
1 a ceremony that is always performed in the same way, in order to mark an important religious or social occasion → rite : 

ancient pagan rituals 

the importance of religion and ritual in our lives 

The lady of the house performs the sacred ritual of lighting two candles. 

2 something that you do regularly and in the same way each time → routine 
ritual of 
the daily ritual of mealtimes 

He went through the ritual of lighting his cigar. 
ritual 2 adjective [ only before noun ] 
1 done as part of a rite or ritual : 

ritual dances 

2 done in a fixed and expected way, but without real meaning or sincerity : 

The police issued the usual ritual apology. 

— ritually adverb : 

Animals are brought in and ritually slaughtered. 

rit‧u‧al‧is‧tic / ˌrɪtʃuəˈlɪstɪk◂ / adjective 
ritualistic words or behaviour always follow the same pattern, especially because they form part of a ritual : 

a ritualistic procession 

the ritualistic marking of birth, marriage and death 

— ritualistically / -kli / adverb 
27. frequent
fre‧quent 1 W3 / ˈfriːkwənt / adjective 
happening or doing something often OPP infrequent 
more/less frequent 
Her headaches are becoming less frequent. 

Trains rushed past at frequent intervals. 
She was a frequent visitor to the house. 

fre‧quent 2 / frɪˈkwent $ frɪˈkwent, ˈfriːkwənt / verb [ transitive ] formal 
to go to a particular place often : 

The bar was frequented by actors from the nearby theatre. 

28. swap
swap 1 S3 ( also swop British English ) / swɒp $ swɑːp / verb ( past tense and past participle swapped , present participle swapping ) 

1 [ intransitive and transitive ] to give something to someone and get something in return SYN exchange : 

Do you want to swap umbrellas? 

swap something for something 
He swapped his watch for a box of cigars. 

swap something with somebody 
The girls chatted and swapped clothes with each other. 

2 [ transitive ] to tell information to someone and be given information in return SYN exchange : 

We need to get together to swap ideas and information. 

They sat in a corner and swapped gossip. 

3 ( also swap over ) [ intransitive and transitive ] to do the thing that someone else has been doing, and let them do the thing that you have been doing SYN change : 

They decided to swap roles for the day. 

You start on the windows and I’ll do the walls, then we can swap over after an hour or so. 

swap something with somebody 
She ended up swapping jobs with her secretary. 

4 [ transitive ] to stop using or get rid of one thing and put or get another thing in its place : 

The driver announced that we would have to swap buses. 

swap something for something 
She had swapped her long skirts for jeans and T-shirts. 

He swapped his London home for a cottage in Scotland. 

5 [ transitive ] ( also swap something around ) to move one thing and put another in its place : 

Someone had gone into the nursery and swapped all the babies around. 

swap something with something 
Why don’t we swap the TV with the bookcase? 

6 swap places British English to let someone sit or stand in your place, so that you can have their place SYN change places : 

Can we swap places, please? 

THESAURUS 

exchange to give something to someone, and receive a similar thing from them at the same time. Exchange is often used about people telling each other about their ideas, phone numbers, addresses etc : They exchanged photographs before they met. | a place where people can exchange ideas | We exchanged email addresses. | if you are unhappy with the jacket, you can always take it back and exchange it for another one. | These coupons can be exchanged for meals and accommodation. 
change to exchange something, especially money. Also used in British English about exchanging something you have bought for something different : I need to change some dollars. | She changed all her money into euros. | We thought it was time we changed our car for something more modern. 
swap ( also do a swap British English ) informal to give something to someone, who gives you something similar : The two schools use the Internet to swap pictures, stories, and jokes. | I like your room better – do you want to do a swap? 
trade ( also do a trade American English ) to exchange something that you have for something that someone else has : The stolen phones are being traded for drugs. | The boys trade sports cards on the playground. | We've got lots of plants we don't need – do you want to do a trade? 
switch to change the places of two or more people or things, so that each one is in the place the other was before : Can I switch seats with you? 
reciprocate to do or give something, because someone has done or given something similar to you – a rather formal use : They invited us to dinner a while ago, and I'd like to reciprocate. 
in exchange/return (for something) if you give something in exchange or in return for something else, you give it in order to get something else back : Williams will plead guilty in exchange for a reduced sentence. 
re‧cip‧ro‧cate / rɪˈsɪprəkeɪt / verb 
1 [ intransitive and transitive ] formal to do or give something, because something similar has been done or given to you : 

When he spoke I was expected to reciprocate with some remark of my own. 

2 [ transitive ] to feel the same about someone as they feel about you : 

It was a hopeless love that could not possibly be reciprocated. 

— reciprocation / rɪˌsɪprəˈkeɪʃ ə n / noun [ uncountable ] 
THESAURUS 

exchange to give something to someone, and receive a similar thing from them at the same time. Exchange is often used about people telling each other about their ideas, phone numbers, addresses etc : They exchanged photographs before they met. | a place where people can exchange ideas | We exchanged email addresses. | if you are unhappy with the jacket, you can always take it back and exchange it for another one. | These coupons can be exchanged for meals and accommodation. 
change to exchange something, especially money. Also used in British English about exchanging something you have bought for something different : I need to change some dollars. | She changed all her money into euros. | We thought it was time we changed our car for something more modern. 
swap ( also do a swap British English ) informal to give something to someone, who gives you something similar : The two schools use the Internet to swap pictures, stories, and jokes. | I like your room better – do you want to do a swap? 
trade ( also do a trade American English ) to exchange something that you have for something that someone else has : The stolen phones are being traded for drugs. | The boys trade sports cards on the playground. | We've got lots of plants we don't need – do you want to do a trade? 
switch to change the places of two or more people or things, so that each one is in the place the other was before : Can I switch seats with you? 
reciprocate to do or give something, because someone has done or given something similar to you – a rather formal use : They invited us to dinner a while ago, and I'd like to reciprocate. 
in exchange/return (for something) if you give something in exchange or in return for something else, you give it in order to get something else back : Williams will plead guilty in exchange for a reduced sentence. 
re‧ci‧pro‧ci‧ty / ˌresəˈprɒsəti, ˌresɪˈprɒsəti $ -ˈprɑː- / noun [ uncountable ] formal 
a situation in which two people, groups, or countries give each other similar kinds of help or special rights 

29. flunk
flunk / flʌŋk / verb informal especially American English 
1 [ intransitive and transitive ] to fail a test : 

Tony flunked chemistry last semester. 

2 [ transitive ] to give someone low marks on a test so that they fail it SYN fail : 

She hadn’t done the work so I flunked her. 

flunk out phrasal verb informal especially American English 
to be forced to leave a school or college because your work is not good enough 

flunk out of 
Ben flunked out of college. 

30. resent
re‧sent / rɪˈzent / verb [ transitive ] 
to feel angry or upset about a situation or about something that someone has done, especially because you think that it is not fair 

resent (somebody) doing something 
I resented having to work such long hours. 

bitterly/deeply/strongly resent 
She bitterly resented his mother’s influence over him. 

Paul resented the fact that Carol didn’t trust him. 

re‧sent‧ful / rɪˈzentf ə l / adjective 
feeling angry and upset about something that you think is unfair SYN bitter 
resentful of/about/at etc 
She felt resentful at not being promoted. 

— resentfully adverb 
· resentfulness noun [ uncountable ] 
31. gear

gear 1 S3 / ɡɪə $ ɡɪr / noun 
1 in cars etc [ uncountable and countable ] the machinery in a vehicle such as a car, truck, or bicycle that you use to go comfortably at different speeds : 

His mountain bike had 18 gears. 

Andy drove cautiously along in third gear . 

Does this thing have a reverse gear ? 

Any cyclist can climb a difficult hill; you just change gear . 

Don’t turn off the engine while you’re still in gear . 

It’s a good habit to take the car out of gear while you’re at a stoplight. 

2 [ uncountable and countable ] used to talk about the amount of effort and energy that someone is using in a situation : 

During this period, Japan’s export industries were in top gear (= were as active as they could be ) . 

The Republican’s propaganda machine moved into high gear . 

step up a gear British English (= increase the level of effort ) 

United stepped up a gear in the second half. 

3 change gear British English , change/switch/shift gears American English to start doing something in a different way, especially using more or less energy or effort : 

The boss expects us to be able to change gear just like that. 

4 equipment [ uncountable ] a set of equipment or tools you need for a particular activity : 

He’s crazy about photography – he’s got all the gear. 

We’ll need some camping gear. 

5 clothes [ uncountable ] a set of clothes that you wear for a particular occasion or activity : 

Bring your rain gear. 

police in riot gear 

6 machinery [ uncountable ] a piece of machinery that performs a particular job : 

the landing gear of a plane 

heavy lifting gear 

7 drugs [ uncountable ] British English informal a word meaning illegal drugs, used by people who take drugs 

8 get your ass in gear American English informal used to tell someone to hurry SYN move your ass : 

You’d better get your ass in gear – you’re late. 

COLLOCATIONS 

adjectives 

first/second/third etc gear The heavy traffic meant that we seldom got out of second gear. 
a low gear (= first or second gear ) You should use a low gear when going up a hill. 
a high gear (= third, fourth, or fifth gear ) Put the car into a higher gear. 
top gear British English (= the highest gear ) Hamilton slipped effortlessly into top gear. 
bottom gear British English (= the lowest gear ) The car trundled slowly forward in bottom gear. 
reverse gear (= for driving backwards ) He put the truck into reverse gear. 
verbs 

change gear ( also switch/shift gears American English ) It takes some time to learn when to change gear. 
put the car etc into (first/second/third etc) gear He put the car into gear, and they moved slowly forwards. 
engage first/second etc gear (= put the car into gear ) Nick struggled to engage first gear. 
be in the wrong gear The straining noises from the engine told him that he was in the wrong gear. 
crunch/grind the gears (= change gear in a way that makes an unpleasant noise ) He crunched the gears into reverse. 
gear 2 verb [ transitive ] 
be geared to somebody/something to be organized in a way that is suitable for a particular purpose or situation : 

The typical career pattern was geared to men whose wives didn’t work. 

be geared to do something 
The course curriculum is geared to span three years. 

gear up phrasal verb 
to prepare for something 

gear up for 
The organization is gearing up for a convention in May. 

gear up/be geared up to do something 
Fast food restaurants are geared up to serve thousands of people daily. 

32. coercive

co‧er‧cive / kəʊˈɜːsɪv $ koʊˈɜːr- / adjective formal 
using threats or orders to make someone do something they do not want to do : 

coercive measures to reduce absenteeism 

— coercively adverb 
co‧er‧cion / kəʊˈɜːʃ ə n $ koʊˈɜːrʒ ə n / noun [ uncountable ] 
the use of threats or orders to make someone do something they do not want to do : 

The defendant explained that he had been acting under coercion. 

co‧erce / kəʊˈɜːs $ ˈkoʊɜːrs / verb [ transitive ] 
to force someone to do something they do not want to do by threatening them 

coerce somebody into (doing) something 
The rebels coerced the villagers into hiding them from the army. 

THESAURUS 

force to make someone do something they do not want to do. Used when people or situations make you do something : They were beaten and forced to confess to crimes they had not committed. | The drought forced millions of farmers to sell their cattle. 
make to force someone to do something by using pressure, threats, or violence. Make somebody do something is more common than force somebody to do something in everyday English : Her parents disapproved of Alex and they made her stop seeing him. | Two men with guns made the staff hand over the money. 
pressure ( also pressurize British English ) to try to force someone to do something by making them feel that they should do it : Some employers pressure their staff into working very long hours. | She felt they were trying to pressurize her into getting married. 
blackmail to force someone to give you money or do what you want by threatening to tell embarrassing secrets about them : She tried to blackmail him with photographs of them together at the hotel. 
compel [ usually passive ] formal to force someone to do something using official power or authority. Also used when someone has to do something because of their situation : The town was surrounded and compelled to surrender. | I felt compelled to offer them some kind of explanation. | You are compelled by law to carry an ID card. 
coerce / kəʊˈɜːs $ ˈkoʊɜːrs / formal to force someone to do something by threatening them : Local people were coerced into joining the rebel army. 
be obliged to do something formal if someone is obliged to do something, they must do it because it is the law or the rule, or because of the situation they are in : You are not obliged to say anything which may harm your defence in court. | They were obliged to sell the land. 
33. label
label 2 AC verb ( past tense and past participle labelled , present participle labelling British English , labeled , labeling American English ) [ transitive ] 
1 to attach a label onto something or write information on something : 

Label the diagram clearly. 

label something sth 
The file was labelled ‘Top Secret’. 

label something with something 
Each bag of seeds is labelled with the grower’s name. 

2 to use a word or phrase to describe someone or something, but often unfairly or incorrectly 

label somebody/something (as) something 
The newspapers had unjustly labelled him a troublemaker. 

The regime was inevitably labelled as ‘communist’. 

34. fundamentally
fun‧da‧men‧tal‧ly AC / ˌfʌndəˈment ə li / adverb 
in every way that is important or basic : 

The conclusions of the report are fundamentally wrong . 

The political culture of the US is fundamentally different . 

fun‧da‧men‧tals / ˌfʌndəˈmentlz / noun [ plural ] 
the fundamentals (of something) the most important ideas, rules etc that something is based on : 

an introduction to the fundamentals of design and print production 

35. hewn
hew / hjuː / verb ( past tense hewed , past participle hewed or hewn / hjuːn / literary ) 

[ intransitive and transitive ] to cut something with a cutting tool : 

hewn stone 

→ rough-hewn 
36. hew

knit / nɪt / verb ( present participle knitting ) [ intransitive and transitive ] 
1 ( past tense and past participle knitted ) to make clothing out of wool, using two knitting needle s → crochet : 

My grandmother taught me how to knit. 

She’s knitting a sweater. 

knit somebody something 
Emily knitted him some socks. 

2 ( past tense and past participle knitted ) to use a plain (= basic ) knitting stitch : 

Knit one, purl one. 

3 ( past tense and past participle knit ) to join people, things, or ideas more closely together, or to be joined closely together 

knit together 
In a good report, individual sentences knit together in a clear way that readers can follow. 

closely/tightly etc knit (= with all the members having close relationships ) 

a closely knit community 

Harold is part of a tightly knit team. 

4 ( past tense and past participle knit ) a bone that knits after being broken grows into one piece again 

knit together 
The pin holds the bones in place while they knit together. 

5 knit your brows to show you are worried, thinking hard etc by moving your eyebrow s together 

— knitter noun [ countable ] 
→ close-knit , tight-knit 
37. bond
bond 1 AC / bɒnd $ bɑːnd / noun [ countable ] 
1 money an official document promising that a government or company will pay back money that it has borrowed, often with interest : 

My father put all his money into stock market bonds. 

furious trading on the bond market 

→ junk bond , premium bond , savings bond 
2 relationship something that unites two or more people or groups, such as love, or a shared interest or idea → tie 
bond between 
the emotional bond between mother and child 

bond with 
the United States’ special bond with Britain 

bond of 
lifelong bonds of friendship 

3 bonds [ plural ] literary something that limits your freedom and prevents you from doing what you want 

bonds of 
the bonds of fear and guilt 

4 with glue the way in which two surfaces become attached to each other using glue : 

Use a glue gun to form a strong bond on wood or china. 

7 my word is my bond formal used to say that you will definitely do what you have promised 

8 in/out of bond technical in or out of a bonded warehouse 
COLLOCATIONS 

adjectives 

a close/strong bond A strong bond had developed between them. 
a common bond (= one that people share ) They shared a common bond – a love of literature. 
a special bond There was a special bond between him and his mother. 
an emotional bond As soon as we met we felt an emotional bond. 
verbs 

form/forge a bond (= make a bond ) Frequently horses form a strong bond with their riders. 
have a bond Twins often have a very close bond. 
feel a bond The people of the island feel a strong bond with each other. 
strengthen a bond Sharing experiences strengthens bonds with friends. 
break/destroy a bond He didn’t want to do anything to break the bond between them. 
a bond develops (= a bond of friendship developed between them ) Over six months of working together, a close bond developed. 
38. coordinate

co‧or‧din‧ate 2 AC ( also co-ordinate British English ) / kəʊˈɔːdənət, kəʊˈɔːdɪnət $ koʊˈɔːr- / noun [ countable ] 
1 technical one of a set of numbers which give the exact position of a point on a map, computer screen etc 

2 coordinates [ plural ] things such as clothes that can be worn or used together because their colours match or their styles are similar : 

Matching bag and accessories provide a complete ensemble of colour coordinates. 

coordinate 3 AC ( also co-ordinate British English ) adjective technical 
1 equal in importance or rank in a sentence → subordinate : 

coordinate clauses joined by ‘and’ 

2 involving the use of coordinates 

co‧or‧di‧nate 1 AC ( also co-ordinate British English ) / kəʊˈɔːdəneɪt, kəʊˈɔːdɪneɪt $ koʊˈɔːr- / verb 
1 [ transitive ] to organize an activity so that the people involved in it work well together and achieve a good result : 

The agencies are working together to co-ordinate policy on food safety. 

2 [ transitive ] to make the parts of your body move and work together well : 

Her movements were beautifully co-ordinated. 

I couldn’t get my brain to function or coordinate my muscles. 

3 [ intransitive and transitive ] if clothes, decorations etc coordinate, or if you coordinate them, they look good together because they have similar colours and styles : 

Don’t be afraid to mix colours, as long as they co-ordinate. 

You might coordinate your curtains and cushions. 

coordinate with 
The cooker is green, to co-ordinate with the kitchen. 


